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Education Code 49550 requires all districts to provide at least one nutritionally adequate meal 
during each school day to needy students, defined as those who meet federal eligibility criteria 
for free and reduced price meals.  In addition, the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act 
added the requirement that each school food authority shall establish a price for paid lunches.  
Ideally, the price for a paid lunch should be close to the reimbursement amount from the 
National School Lunch program for a free and reduced lunch student which is currently $2.79 
per meal. 
 
Lunch prices have not been increased in the district since October 2000.  Our lunch prices are 
much lower than the current reimbursement rate for free and reduced lunch students.  In 
addition, based on a recent survey of surrounding districts, our paid lunch prices are 
significantly lower than other districts.    
 

District Elementary Middle High 
Percent 

Free/Reduced  

Sacramento City Unified School District $1.25 $1.75 $1.75 69% 

San Juan Unified School District $2.75 $3.25 $3.25 45% 

Elk Grove Unified School District $2.50 $3.00 $3.00 52% 

Natomas Unified School District $2.25 $2.75
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III. Budget: 
 
Nutritional standards established by Education Code and federal nutritional guidelines make it 
increasingly difficult to purchase higher quality foods in order to meet increased nutritional 
standards.  The work of the Healthy Foods Task Force supports the need for nourishing, 
nutritious, healthy and fresh foods.  The increased price effective January 1, 2012, will generate 
approximately $65,000.  The price increase effective July 1, 2012 will generate about $128,350.  
These funds will be used to maintain and expand healthy food choices. 
 

IV. Goals, Objectives and Measures: 
 
Bring the Sacramento City Unified School District paid lunch prices closer to what the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture provides the district for the free meal reimbursement rate.      
 

V. Major Initiatives:
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