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A brief summary of Procedural Safeguards for students with disabilities receiving special education services. 

Parents of children with disabilities from ages three through twenty-one have specific educational rights under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). These rights are called procedural safeguards. Individuals serving as surrogate parents and students 
aged eighteen receiving special education services, are also entitled to these rights. 

A number of staff in the child’s district and special education local plan area (SELPA) may answer questions about the child’s education 
and the parents' rights and responsibilities. When the parent has a concern, it is important that they contact their child’s teachers or 
administrators to talk about their child and any problems they see. This conversation often solves the problem and helps maintain open 
communication. 

Parents must be given opportunities to participate in any decision-making meeting regarding their child’s special education program. 
Parents have the right to participate in individualized education program (IEP) meetings about the special education eligibility, 
assessment, educational placement of their child and other matters relating to their child’s free appropriate public education (FAPE). 

When a parent cannot be identified or located, a district may appoint a surrogate parent to represent a child with a disability. 

What Are Parents' Rights in California Special Education? 

Parents and students over age eighteen have the right: 

�x To Participate 

Parents have the right to refer their child for special education services, to participate in the development of the IEP and to 
be informed of all program options and alternatives, both public and nonpublic. 

�x To Receive Prior Written Notice 
Parents have a right to receive prior written notice, in their native language, when the school district initiates or refuses 
their request to initiate a change in their child’s identification, assessment, or educational placement in special education. 

�x To Consent 
Parents must provide informed, written consent before their child is assessed or provided with any special education 
services. Parental consent must also be provided before any change in special education services may occur. The district 
must ensure that parents understand proceedings of the IEP team meeting including arranging for an interpreter for 
parents with deafness or those whose native language is other than English. 

�x To Refuse to Consent 
Parents may refuse to consent to an assessment or the placement of their child in special education. 

�x 
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      To Stay in the Current Program  If There is a Disagreement About Placement 

If parents disagree with the district regarding their child’s special education placement or a proposed change in placement, 
the law requires the student to “stay put” in the current program until the dispute is resolved. 

�x To Be Given a Hearing Regarding Disagreements About an IEP 
Parents have the right to present a complaint relating to the provision of a FAPE for their child; to have an attorney, an 
advocate, and the student, if appropriate, present at the due process hearing; and to make the hearing public. Under 
certain conditions, the hearing officer may award, reduce, or deny the reimbursement of attorneys’ fees and fees paid to 
nonpublic institutions by parents in the settlement of a case. To request a due process hearing or to receive a complete 
notice of procedural safeguards related to a due process hearing, contact the Office of Administrative Hearings (see 
contact information below). 

�x To Receive Mediation 


