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better protected during their school years. Immunization also helps to protect others within the home, in the 
community, and at school. Immunizations help to prevent school closures. Many schools in California have 
suffered from outbreaks of whooping cough. Students got very sick and parents missed work and lost wages 
to care for their sick children. In some cases, schools had to close because there were not enough healthy 
teachers to keep schools open. 
 
Where can my child get vaccinated? 
Children should visit their regular doctor or health care provider to get their Tdap shot. Children 18 years old 
and younger who are uninsured or underinsured may qualify for the Vaccines for Children Program. To find a 
provider near you, call 1-877-243-8832 or visit: www.eziz.org/pages/vfc_locations2.html. Some local 
pharmacies and Health Departments may also offer the Tdap vaccine. 
 
What if my child does not have proof of a Tdap shot before school starts? 
Not having the vaccine could prevent the student from being able to attend school. 
 
Are immunization exemptions allowed under California law? 
The same rules for kindergarten for apply to Tdap; however, you must sign a Personal Belief Exemption 
form for the Tdap immunization. The form will be available at the schools. For more information, visit the 
Immunization Law page at www.shotsforschool.org. 
 
What if my child has received a Tdap booster shot before 10 years of age? 
Your child will be considered to have met the new school requirement with proof of getting a dose of Tdap 
on or after their 7th birthday. However, we recommend that children receive Tdap on or after their 10th 
birthday to provide better protection throughout their adolescent years. 
 
What other immunizations should I consider for my child? 
Preteens and teens are also recommended to receive vaccines against meningococcal disease (brain or blood 
infection), flu (influenza), HPV (human papillomavirus, a cause of cervical cancer), and any vaccine they may 
have missed during childhood. The recommended vaccine schedule may be found at 
www.getimmunizedca.org. Talk with your healthcare provider for more information. 
 


